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Propel Students Toward Confident 
Independent Reading

Curated Collection of Award-winning Titles That Speak to Students’ Interests 

The Fiction Focus Collection of the Guided Reading Program features 

• 26 reading levels from A to Z

• Curated collection of award-winning titles supported by targeted teaching  
resources of various topics and genres to keep students engaged and interested

• Specially adapted for teachers of English Language Learners, the Teacher’s Guide 
contains guidelines and resources for placement and monitoring.

• Teaching cards that identify portions of text within a book to help  
teach an essential comprehension skill—making instruction easily doable

• Focus on key comprehension strategies that students can apply  
to independent reading

Scholastic Guided Reading Programs support students on their path to independent 
reading by providing a research-based, scaffolded instructional approach to help 
students interpret, build fluency and comprehend as they read at their own level.

Contact Your Scholastic Education Consultant to Find Out More

Drawing ConclusionsReview with children that they can use both text and 
pictures in a story to form their own ideas about what 
is happening and how characters feel.• Turn to pages 14–15. Ask children how they can tell 

Hippo does not know how a swing works. (Hippo 
says the swing must be broken because it is not 
moving.) 

• Turn to pages 16–17. Ask children how they can tell 
Hippo is afraid to swing. Remind them to look for 
clues in the pictures as well as in the text. (Hippo 
shows he is scared because he is sweating and 
then closes his eyes.)• Turn to pages 28–29. Have children use the text, 

the sound word, the expression on Rabbit’s face, 
and his actions to conclude why Rabbit decides to 
share his bed.

For more prompts and ideas for teaching  
problem-solving strategies, see the Scholastic Guided 
Reading Teacher’s Guide.

Developing Phonics and Word-Solving StrategiesHomophones
Remind children that homophones are words that 
sound alike but are spelled differently and have 
different meanings.
• Read aloud page 15. Have children name the 

homophones in the top panel. (too, to) Have 
children use each word in a sentence. Explain 
their meanings.

• Point out other words in the books that have 
homophones and write each word: for, not, here, 
high, so, there, and see. Then write its homophone 
next to it: four, knot, hear, hi, sew, they’re, and 
sea. Read each pair and discuss the meanings of 
homophones.

Developing FluencyModel reading the dialogue expressively. Then have 
partners take turns reading the dialogue. Ask them to 
trade roles for each new tale.Oral Language/ConversationTalk About Being Scared Lead a discussion about 

being scared at bedtime. Invite children to tell how 
they overcome nighttime fears.
Extending Meaning Through Writing • Have children draw a picture of Hippo and Rabbit 
and add a speech bubble for each character. 
(Narrative)

 • Have children write a short paragraph describing 
their best friend. (Informative/Explanatory)

Teaching Options
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Developing ComprehensionThinking Within the TextHave children briefly summarize each story. Ask:
 • How did Rabbit try to make Hippo’s breakfast 
more healthful?  • What happened when Rabbit pushed Hippo on 
the swing? What happened when Hippo pushed 
Rabbit? 

 • Why was Hippo scared at bedtime? Thinking Beyond the TextRemind children that friends help each other. Ask: 
 • How did Rabbit help Hippo in each story?
 • How does Rabbit show he is a good friend? 
 • Think of a time you helped a friend. How did you 
help your friend? How did helping your friend 
make you feel?

Thinking About the TextDiscuss the author’s decision to use speech 
bubbles for the story’s text. Ask:  • Why do you think the author chose to use speech 

bubbles for the words the characters speak? How 
does this make the book different from other 
books you have read?  • Which word is not inside a speech bubble on 
page 25? Why? What kind of word is this? 

GRIN_FF_TC_J_HippoandRabbit.indd   2

30/06/20   5:02 PM

Making Connections

Children will be familiar with the concept of 

friendship. Ask: What makes a good friend? Invite 

children to tell about a friend. Ask: What do you like 

best about this friend? What kinds of things do you 

and your friend do together?

Extend the connection by talking about why it is 

important to have friends. Ask: How do your friends 

help you?

Vocabulary

Essential Words: afraid, brave, breakfast, healthy, 

lightning, scared, swing, thunder

Related Words for Discussion: bedtime, dark, 

nighttime, noises, scared

Genre
Fantasy Remind children that a fantasy is a story that 

could not happen in the real world.

Supportive Book Features

Text The book features short sentences that reflect 

typical dialogue between two friends. Humorous 

illustrations help tell the story.

Content Children will be familiar with the idea of 

two friends spending time together. Readers will 

recognize the places, situations, activities, and 

problems portrayed in the book.

Praise children for specific use of “Behaviors to Notice 

and Support” as shown in the Scholastic Guided 

Reading Teacher’s Guide.

Challenging Book Features

Text Explain that the book is divided into three 

separate stories with three distinct endings, even 

though each new story continues with the activities of 

Hippo and Rabbit. Point out the story titles. Children 

may not be familiar with the use of speech bubbles 

within the context of a book. Explain that each speech 

bubble contains what one character says. Model 

reading each character’s words in a distinctive voice. 

Point out the sound words that are not in speech 

bubbles.

Vocabulary Some words may be challenging for 

readers, including cheeseburger (page 5), tomato 

(page 10), lightning (page 26), and thunder (page 

28). Help children pronounce these words. Provide 

definitions as needed.

Hippo and Rabbit in Three Short Tales

Author: Jeff Mack

Genre: Fantasy

Word Count: 250+
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Lexile® Measure: 280L

Themes/Ideas: playing with a friend;  

sharing with another

ELL Support

Explain that because Hippo and Rabbit are friends, they use informal, or friendly, language when they speak 

to each other. Before reading, discuss the meaning of expressions such as Oh boy, OK, That was so cool, and 

Yikes. Model using these expressions during a friendly conversation. Then have children role-play talking to a 

friend and practice using each expression.

Summary & Standard

In this fantasy book, we meet Hippo and Rabbit in three short stories as they 

share breakfast, play together, and deal with bedtime fears. 

Children will draw conclusions based on evidence from the text.
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Each Level Contains:

• 60 Books (10 Titles, 6 Copies Each)

• Teacher’s Guide

• Teaching Cards (1 Per Title)

• Levelling Stickers

• Storage Bin

Author of  the New York Times bestseller

 A Snicker of  Magic

the
to

Everyone in Emma’s family is special. Her ancestors include 

Revolutionary War spies, brilliant scientists, and famous country music 

singers—every single one of which learned of their Extraordinary 

Destiny through a dream. 

But when Emma’s own dream finally arrives, it points her toward 

an impossible task—finding a legendary treasure that’s supposedly 

hidden near her town’s historic cemetery. If Emma fails, she’ll let 

down generations of her extraordinary ancestors . . . including her 

own mother. But how can she find something that’s been missing for 

centuries and might be protected by a mysterious singing ghost? 

Praise for

Praise for

ê“From every angle, Lloyd’s first novel sparkles and radiates 

warmth. . . . Working in the folksy vein of Ingrid Law’s Savvy, 

Lloyd offers a reassuring, homespun story about self-expression 

and the magic that resides in one’s mind and heart .”

—Publishers Weekly, starred review

“A bouquet of quirks, whimsy, sweetness, and magic.” 

—Kirkus Reviews

Cover design by Nina Goffi

Cover art © 2016 by Gilbert Ford

www.scholastic.com
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It all started when my sister, Thea, discovered an old, mysterious map. It showed a secret  treasure hidden on a faraway island. In no  time at all, my sister dragged me and my cousin Trap into her treasure hunt. It was an adventure I’d never forget . . .

  

That’s me! I run a newspaper, but my true passion is writing   stories. Here in New  Mouse City, the capital of Mouse  Island, my books are all bestsellers!  My stories are , fa-mouse-ly  funny. They are whisker-licking-good tales, and !

scholastic.com/geronimostilton
geronimostilton.com

FC_BC_9780439559638.indd   1

10/29/18   6:43 PM

CATSTRONAUTS, YOU ARE NEEDED! (AGAIN!)

COOKIE!

SOCKS!

THE CATSTRONAUTS! THE WINNER-TAKE-ALL RACE TO MARS IS ON!

DREW
 

BROCKINGTON
CatStronauts: RACE TO M

ARS

BOOK
2

MEOW!

This edition is only available fordistribution through the school market.
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BRIAN

SELZNICK

$24.99 US
$27.50 CAN

★ “A true masterpiece.”

—Publishers Weekly, starred review

Winner of the 2008 Caldecott Medal

National Book Award Finalist

#1 New York Times Bestseller

New York Times Best Illustrated Book of 2007

^

O R P H A N , C L O C K  K E E P E R ,  A N D  T H I E F ,  H U G O 

lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where 

his survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But 

when his world suddenly interlocks—like the gears 

of the clocks he keeps—with an eccentric, bookish 

girl and a bitter old man who runs a toy booth in 

the train station, Hugo’s undercover life and his most 

precious secret are put in jeopardy. A cryptic draw-

ing, a treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical 

man, and a hidden message from Hugo’s dead father 

form the backbone of this intricate, tender, and spell-

binding mystery.

With 284 pages of original drawings, and combin-

ing elements of picture book, graphic novel, and fi lm, 

Brian Selznick breaks open the novel form to create 

an entirely new reading experience. Here is a stun-

ning, cinematic tour de force from a boldly innovative 

storyteller, artist, and bookmaker.

6
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The Invention of Hugo Cabret:

“Evokes wonder . . . like a silent fi lm on paper.”
 —The New York Times

“Visually stunning . . . raises the bar.”
—San Antonio Express-News

★ “Shatters conventions.”
—School Library Journal, starred review

★ “Complete genius.”
—The Horn Book, starred review

Quill Award Winner

2007 Borders Original Voices Finalist

Los Angeles Times Favorite Children’s Book of 2007

Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2007

BRIAN SELZNICK is the illustrator of many celebrated 

picture books and novels, among them the Caldecott 

Honor book The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins 

and the New York Times Best Illustrated Walt Whitman: 

Words for America, both written by Barbara Kerley, 

as well as the Sibert Honor winner When Marian 

Sang by Pam Muñoz Ryan. Selznick has worked as a 

bookseller, a set designer, and a puppeteer. He lives 

in Brooklyn, New York, and San Diego, California.
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JACKET ART © 2007 BY BRIAN SELZNICK
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